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Durga Puja. This festival is especially cele-
brated in Bengal, and the Puja holidays are enjoyed
by immense crowds. The goddess Durga, daughter
of the Himalaya mountains and wife of Siva, goes
for a ten days* visit to her father's home, and the
Shastras say that the festival should be held in the
month of Chaitra ; the autumnal festival, however,
was inaugurated in the Ramaya-na to celebrate
the destruction of the demon-king Ravana with
the assistance of Durga, who sent down portions of
the Himalayas to make a bridge to Ceylon, dropping
bits on the .way and thus forming the Vindhya and
other mountains.
Durga is the central figure of the Markandeya
Parana. She is the personification of the creative
.energy and centre of the universe ; she pursues the
demons who wage war against the gods; ten-
armed, she stands on a lion with swords in her hands
and subdues her foes, among whom is one with a
buffalo-head, named Mahisasura. With her are
Kartik, the god of war, Ganesha, the elephant-headed
deity who rides on a rat, Sarasvati, the goddess of
learning, and Lakshmi, the goddess of love and good
fortune* These are the deities of the Durga Puja.
The ceremonies continue for ten days. Through
oat. the first three days images, sometimes gor-
geously decorated, are set up by wealthy people
in tbeir houses, where 'costly entertainments are*
giwa. On the seventh day bathing commences and
<*a the final day imagfes are carried in procession with
great pomp and immersed in the river. During